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Maths Paths in Europe  - Lesson Plan
	Category: maths paths at Christmas

	Year Group: 8/9 years


	Learning Objective:

· learn the names of the states of Europe

· know the customs and culture

· pack Christmas hand made items

· calculate distances between countries

· invent problematic situations with Christmas gifts



	Success Criteria:

· make learning fun and enjoable


	Lesson Description (including context) :

Work began in October, when the European Agency has invited us to participate in an exchange of objects to hang on the Christmas tree. They would be involved 14 European countries. The children made these objects from recycled material, but also reflected the place where they live. We invited parents and grandparents to cooperate.



	Resources:

Google maps

WB(white board)

Papers, colours

Various recycling material
Books, atlas
Glue, ruler



	Differentiation:  
Sen children help their class mates to realize some gifts.



	Introduction:
While children are working, with the help of grandparents, the teacher asks questions: how many balls for each object? and to make it 4? and if I have half ... how many items can I create? to make 3 items for each country how many balls do you need? if the balls cost 0,50 c. each one, how much will you spend for 52 balls? How far is the country ..... from Udine? Make the equivalence in hm, dam, m. How many miles?

Make-believing the situation creates an immediate need to use English and to use maths: their motivation will be high. Make the situation more meaningful by using real objects increases their involvement in the work.


	Main Lesson

Start from the 1st step: how many Country do you Know? Show them together.
Then  we encourage their curiosity: how the children live in ..... and what are the Christmas traditions?
We invent some Christmas items representing our traditions. We need....

While one group creates objects, another one produces  problem situations on the notebook, then the groups will exchange work.
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